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(57) Abstract: A device and method for closing the sheath removal hole formed for introducing a vessel catheter by laser welding 

when diagnosis or treatment inside a blood vessel is performed by means of the vessel catheter. The device is used for closing the 
f — sheath removal hole formed in the wall of a blood vessel by laser welding, and comprises welding laser beam emitting means, means 

for transmitting the welding laser beam, and means for monitoring the position of the end of the welding laser beam transmitting 
1^ means. The sheath removal hole is closed by applying the welding laser beam when the end of the welding laser beam transmitting 

means is present in the blood vessel wall. 
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